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Beginning in 2010 (Volume 49) Methods of 
Information in Medicine will implement 
important changes, which we are delighted 
to bring to the attention of authors and 
readers. After extending Methods from five 
to six issues per year [1], launching a Stu-
dent Editorial Board [2] and introducing 
an online manuscript submission and peer-
review system as well as the immediate on-
line availability of manuscripts after their 
acceptance [3], additional strategic deci-
sions for the future of Methods of Informa-
tion in Medicine have recently been made. 

Free Access to Manuscripts 
after 12 Months 
Schattauer Publishing Company will make 
all Methods manuscripts openly available 
one year after publication. All Methods 
manuscripts which appeared one year or 
earlier before the current issue of Methods 
will be freely downloadable from Schat-
tauer’s Methods web site [4]. In addition, 
the Methods archive already provides free 
access to all articles from issue 1 of the 1999 
volume to issue 5 of the 2008 volume. 

This step provides broad accessibility to 
the interested readership of the journal. On 

behalf of the readers and authors of 
 Methods we are very grateful that, despite 
the financial risks, Schattauer has taken 
the initiative to make this major change 
possible. 

Subscription Model  
as Default  
Since Methods was founded in 1962 authors 
have not paid fees for having their manu-
scripts reviewed or, in the case of accept-
ance, published. Methods continues to be 
based on the subscription model as a de-
fault. Both Schattauer and the editors agree 
that the subscription model is an excellent 
way of publishing high-quality research 
that can remain independent of financial 
constraints to authors. 

Immediate Open Access  
as an Option 
However, several reasons exist why au-
thors may opt to provide interested 
readers with immediate free access to their 
research. Meeting the demand for this op-
tion, authors, upon paying an article pro-
cessing fee, will now also have the possibil-
ity to release their papers to the public 
after their publication. The article pro-
cessing fees for the open access option will 
support the  immediate release of the ar-
ticles. Through adopting an open access 
option the publisher supports authors and 
readers in  having immediate access to re-
search findings. For details please access 
the web pages of Schattauer and of this 
journal. 
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New Structure of Methods 
Issues 

New Methods issues will in future typically 
have the following structure: 
● original articles, 
● original articles devoted to a special 

topic, 
● review articles, 
● white papers, 
● editorials. 
 
With this change we intend to further im-
prove the attractiveness and readability of 
Methods.  

Additional Feature 

As an additional feature Methods has also 
introduced the option to submit addenda 
and appendices in electronic format to the 
publisher’s website. 

Continuing High Quality 
and Broad Scope 
With these changes we again intend to con-
tinue what Methods of Information in Medi-
cine has been known for since its launch in 

1962: publishing high-quality original 
papers, reviews, reports, opinion papers, 
and editorials, stressing the basic method-
ology and scientific fundamentals of bio-
medical and health informatics and related 
disciplines.  

As an official journal of the Inter-
national Medical Informatics Association 
(IMIA) and the European Federation of 
Medical Informatics (EFMI) Methods of 
 Information in Medicine will continue to 
publish papers in the whole range of pro-
cessing data, information and knowledge 
in medicine and health care, including re-
search in traditional as well as in new areas 
of our expanding field. This includes topics 
such as health information systems and 
 patient records; diagnosis and therapy in 
health care; biomedical data, signal, and 
image interpretation; clinical bioinfor -
matics; clinical data analysis and statistical 
studies; knowledge-based systems; repre-
sentation, reasoning, learning, and deci-
sion making; and simulation and model-
ing. 

 Good Medicine and Good Healthcare 
 demand Good Information! 
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