
Editor-in-Chief's Response 
Dear Dr Hill, 
I am most grateful to you for taking time to 
transmit your concerns about aspects of the re-
cent case report on the use of titanium mesh 

cages for surgical management of large seg-
mental bone defects (1, 2). As a result of this in-
teraction with the authors of this paper, our 
readers of the Journal have had the benefit of 
gaining a deeper and more detailed insight into 
certain aspects of the management of this case 
that might not have been otherwise apparent 
in the original report. Your contribution, as well 
as that of Dr. Segal and Dr. Shani, are much ap-
preciated. 

While it is apparent that readers of the Jour-
nal might reasonably have critiques to make 
about various imperfections in the surgical 
techniques employed in this case, one has to 
ask if this detracts significantly from the value 
of the report. I do not think so; the report has 
fulfilled a goal of making known a new tech-
nique that could be useful for managing large 
diaphyseal bone defects in dogs. Ideally the 

next step forward in the evaluation of this 
method would be to take the lessons learned in 
this single case, and to conduct a randomised 
controlled clinical trial. It is much more difficult 
to do, but it is the direction we should be going. 

I must admit to feeling a little wounded 
after reading that you found my editing to be 
shameful, although I do acknowledge that mis-
takes and inconsistencies do ‘slip under the 
radar’. You are quite right in pointing out the re-
dundant ‘the’ in the penultimate sentence of 
the case report. Fortunately it does not seem to 
have confused the meaning of this sentence. 

Since becoming Editor-in-Chief of the Jour-
nal, it certainly has not been my experience 
that our referees are apathetic or lacking in ex-
pertise. I never cease to be impressed by their 
commitment to high standards, as well as the 
detailed and insightful manuscript reviews that 

Vet Comp Orthop Traumatol 2010; 23: 295 
doi:10.3415/VCOT-10-06-0092 
Received: June 18, 2010 
Accepted: June 18, 2010 

Correspondence to: 
Kenneth A. Johnson, MVSC, PhD, FACVSc 
Diplomate ACVS and ECVS 
University of Sydney, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine 
Sydney NSW 2006 
Australia 
Phone: +61 2 9351 3747 
Fax: +61 2 9351 4261 
E-mail: Kenneth.johnson@usyd.edu.au

295 
Letters 

to the Editor

© Schattauer 2010 Vet Comp Orthop Traumatol 4/2010

For personal or educational use only. No other uses without permission. All rights reserved.
Downloaded from www.vcot-online.com on 2012-05-27 | IP: 38.107.179.231



Vet Comp Orthop Traumatol 4/2010 © Schattauer 2010

296 
Letters 

to the Editor

References 
1. Hill CM. Surgical management of large segmental 

femoral and radial bone defects. Vet Comp Orthop 
Traumatol 2010; 23: 294. 

2. Segal U, Shani J. Surgical management of large seg-
mental femoral and radial bone defects in a dog. 
Though use of cylindrical titanium mesh cage and a 
cancellous bone graft. Vet Comp Orthop Traumatol 
2010; 23: 66–70. 

are produced by them. As you know from your 
own experience, being a referee for a scientific 
journal is a thankless job, but it is nevertheless 
essential to the process. However, we are cer-
tainly quite willing to consider recommen-
dations for additional expert referees who 

would be keen to join our review board and 
contribute to the process. 
Yours sincerely, 

Kenneth A. Johnson 

Editor-in-Chief 
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