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Background

The web has grown to play a significant role in the lives of many, also in health care. This leads to the
qguestion of whether health provision and education can benefit from the web, and can create an
environment in which individuals and communities become more able and responsible for their own
health and treatment. Web Science is a new interdisciplinary field targeting at understanding what
the Web is, engineering its future and ensuring its social benefit. Given these developments several
questions arises: Does the Web have the potential to provide solutions that address aspects of
health care problems? How can we make use of medical web data as new source of information
within information gaining contexts?

Objectives
The research community becomes increasingly aware of new possibilities and research challenges
related to the medical Web. Language peculiarities, content diversity, streaming nature of this
specific data poses many challenges given the increasing content on the Web and the tradeoff of
filtering noise at the cost of losing information which is potentially relevant. Further, the processes
of information gathering make several demands that need to be considered in research as well.
Specifically, the Focus Theme will focus on the following areas:

e Analysis of medical web data,

e Event detection and information extraction from the medical web,

e Personalization in health application,

e Evaluation of health web services and applications, and

¢ Mobile healthcare applications.

Submission Guidelines

High quality, original papers dealing with this domain are solicited. All submitted manuscripts will be
subject to a rigorous review process. Submissions are limited to at most 4,000 words including
figures, tables and references. The papers must follow the submission guidelines of Methods of
Information in Medicine (available at
http://www.schattauer.de/fileadmin/assets/zeitschriften/methods/Instructions to Authors.pdf ).
Papers must not have appeared in, nor be under consideration by other journals. Please submit

electronically under http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/methods . Focus Theme authors should select

“Original Article for a Focus Theme” as manuscript type and should mention in their cover letter to which
Focus Theme they want to submit their manuscript."”
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