
Good medicine and good health care demand 
good information. 
Methods of Information in Medicine is stressing, for 
more than 50 years, the methodology and scientific 
fundamentals of organizing, representing and analyz-
ing data, information and knowledge in biomedicine 
and health care. It publishes original papers, reviews, 
reports, opinion papers, and editorials in medical in-
formatics/health informatics and related disciplines 
such as medical biometry and bioinformatics. 
Since the journal’s foundation in 1962, progress in 
 information processing methodology and in informa-
tion and communication technology has significantly 
changed our societies. Medicine and health care have 
taken full advantage of this progress. Methods of 
 Information in Medicine continues to publish papers 
in the whole range of processing data, information 
and knowledge in medicine and health care, including 
research in traditional as well as in new areas of this 
expanding field. It includes topics such as health in -
formation systems and patient records; diagnosis and 
therapy in health care; biomedical data, signal, and 
image interpretation and ambient assisted living; 
 clinical bioinformatics; clinical data analysis and sta -
tistical studies; decision support, knowledge manage-
ment and representation; simulation and modeling; 
education and training. 
Methods of Information in Medicine is an official 
journal of the International Medical Informatics Associ-
ation (IMIA, www.IMIA.org) and of the European Fed-
eration of Medical Informatics (EFMI, www.EFMI.org). 

General Remarks 
Methods of Information in Medicine publishes origi -
nal papers. It does not publish material that has al-
ready appeared elsewhere. Submitted manuscripts 
should not have been published in, nor have been sub-
mitted to any other journal. We do accept some papers 
that have been published as abstracts or appeared in a 
language other than English, e.g. selected, extended 
high-quality papers of (inter-) national conferences. 
Apart from manuscripts, Letters to the Editor are also 
welcome. It is at the discretion of the editor whether 
such letters will be published in the journal. 
This journal follows the guidelines of the International 
Committee of Medical Journal Editors  
(http://www.icmje.org/index.html), the Committee on 
Publication Ethics (http://www.publicationethics. 
org.uk), and the Proposals for Safeguarding Good 
Scientific  Practice of the German Research Asso- 
ciation (http://www.dfg.de/aktuelles_presse/reden_ 
stellungnahmen/download/self_regulation_98.pdf).  
The authors should especially be aware of the follow-
ing relevant issues in these guidelines:  
● Authorship. All authors should have made 1) sub-

stantial contributions to conception and design, 
acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation 
of data; 2) drafting the article or  revising it critically 
for important intellectual content; and 3) final 
 approval of the version to be published. 

● Conflicts of Interest. All authors must disclose any 
financial and personal relationships with other 
people or organizations that could inappropriately 
influence (bias) their actions.  

● Protection of Human Subjects and Animals in 
 Research. Authors who submit a manuscript on 
 research involving human subjects should indicate 
in the manuscript whether the procedures fol-

lowed were in compliance with the ethical stan-
dards of the responsible committee on human ex-
perimentation (institutional and national) and 
with the World Medical Association Declaration of 
Helsinki on Ethical Principles for Medical Research 
Involving Human Subjects (http://www.wma.net/ 
e/policy/pdf/17c.pdf).  

Manuscript Preparation 
Authors are kindly requested to carefully follow all 
 instructions on how to write a paper. In cases where 
the instructions are not  followed, the paper will be re-
turned immediately with a request for changes, and 
the editorial review process will only start when the 
paper has been resubmitted in the correct style.  
Authors are responsible for obtaining permission to re-
produce any copyrighted material and this permission 
should be acknowledged in the paper.  
Authors should not use the names of patients. Patients 
should not be recognizable from photographs unless 
their written permission has first been obtained. This 
permission should be acknowledged in the paper. 
Contributions are submitted in the English language 
only. Use ‘American English’ instead of ‘British Eng-
lish’, unless you are from a British English speaking 
country. Use a spell checker and consult, if necessary, 
a native English speaker before submitting your ar-
ticle. 
Pages should be numbered consecutively beginning 
with the title page. Where appropriate, the paper 
should be organized into the following sections: Sum-
mary, Introduction, Objectives, Methods, Results, 
 Discussion, Conclusions, Acknowledgments, and 
 References.  
In general the manuscript text (excluding summary, 
references, figures, and tables) should not exceed 
5000 words. 
 
Title Page 
The first page of the article should contain: 1) a concise 
but informative title of the paper; 2) initial(s) and last 
name of each  author, to be followed by their insti -
tutional affiliation(s); 3) the name and address of the 
author (plus telephone, fax, e-mail address) to whom 
correspondence and galley proofs should be sent. 
 
Summary and Keywords 
The Summary should not exceed 250 words (or 1600 
characters including spaces). Authors are requested to 
write a structured summary, adhering to the fol -
lowing headings: Background (optional), Objectives, 
Methods, Results, Conclusions. The Summary should 
be typed on a separate page. At the end of the Sum-
mary, the contents of the paper should be specified by, 
at most, five keywords. We  recommend using MeSH 
keywords. 
 
Text 
We recommend double spacing and twelve-point type 
Times New Roman. 
Apart from the main headings, such as Introduction 
and Methods, subheadings should be used where 
 appropriate and may be numbered. The sections 
Methods and Results should be presented in logical 
order. Credit should be given to the existing literature. 
Save your manuscript in either Microsoft Word format 
(.doc) or Rich Text Format (.rtf). 
 

Figures and Tables 
Tables and figures are not revised and should there-
fore be of high quality and suitable for reproduction. 
Type size should be chosen so that any reduction in the 
width of the columns will not affect legibility. Use a 
uniform type size, and avoid borders around tables 
and figures. 
Each table should be typed double-spaced. The tables 
should be numbered consecutively. A self-explanatory 
and concise legend should appear at the top of the 
table. Do not save your table as an image file or insert 
a table into your manuscript text document as an 
image. 
All figures should be numbered consecutively and re-
ferred to in the text using Arabic numbers (e.g. ‘Fig. 3’) 
All figures will have an  appropriate legend (typed 
double-spaced). 
In case of acceptance, figures should be sent to the 
editorial office as digital documents or as original 
drawings in black ink, or as high-contrast, sharp 
photographs on glossy paper. For color illustrations 
€ 350.00 per page will be charged to the author for the 
first figure. If further color figures fit on the same page, 
an additional € 75.00 will be charged per figure. 
Do not save graphics in .DOC, but in .TIF or .EPS format 
with a minimum resolution of 800 dpi (line drawings) 
or 300 dpi (photos, screen pictures). It is important to 
save your figures with a clear, descriptive file name 
such as “Figure1.tif”. Good laser printouts of line 
drawings may be used for scanning, but color, telefax 
and matrix printer printouts are unsuitable. 
 
Formulas 
Special care should be taken with the presentation of 
formulas. In order to save formulas into your docu-
ment in a manner that will ensure their accurate ap-
pearance in the proof generated by the system, create 
the formulas as text. Please make sure that your 
printer does not distort the clarity of formulas. Check 
that any ‘dots’, ‘dashes’, ‘minus signs’, etc. are legible 
and not likely to be misinterpreted. 
 
References 
In the text number the references consecutively in the 
order in which they first appear, using Arabic nu-
merals. Use the style, which is based on the formats 
used by the US National Library of Medicine in MED-
LINE (sometimes called the ‘Vancouver style’). For de-
tails see the guidelines from the International Commit-
tee of Medical Journal Editors (http://www.nlm.nih. 
gov/bsd/uniform_ requirements.html). Examples: 
1. Lindberg DA, Siegel ER. On assessing the impact of 
medical in formation: does MEDLINE make a differ-
ence? Methods Inf Med 1991; 30: 239–240. 
2. van Bemmel JH, Musen M, editors. Handbook of 
Medical Informatics. Heidelberg: Springer; 1997. 
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Manuscript Submission 
All submissions must be entered online at the URL: 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/methods.  
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Full instructions and support are available on the 
manuscript  submission site. A user ID and password 
can be obtained on the first visit.  
Please check carefully the proof that will be generated 
by the Manuscript Central system, especially all Greek 
letters and other special characters. The version in 
the proof is the version seen by the editor and re-
viewers. If you have any difficulties submitting your 
manuscript online, please contact Ina Hoffmann, edi-
torial assistant, in the editorial office by e-mail 
ed@MethodsInfMed.org. 
All manuscript submissions will be processed via the 
online system. Decisions and correspondence with the 
editors and the editorial  office will be communicated 
via e-mail. 

Review 
Manuscripts may be forwarded to three experts, 
usually members of the journal’s editorial board, for 
their opinion. They will be asked to comment on the 
significance of the work (including its scientific impact 
and importance to the field), quality of scientific and/
or technical content, originality and innovativeness, 
reference to  related literature, organization, and clar-
ity of expression. A more detailed description of these 
quality criteria can be downloaded from http:// 
www.imiapubs.org/03_ImiaPubs_Instructions.html. 
The final decision concerning acceptance or rejection 
of articles will be at the discretion of the editor-in-chief 
and the associate editors. 

Page Charges 
The submission rate to Methods continues to be high, 
and yet the space available is limited. The first 5 pages 
in print of an article are free of charge (i.e., about 
22,000 characters incl. space bars, please deduct 1500 

char. including space bars for each figure or table). 
 Authors who submit an article that exceeds 5 pages in 
print (including references, figures and tables), will be 
charged € 125.00 for each page exceeding the number 
of 5 pages, to be paid to the publisher before the 
 article is published. 

Schattauer Copyright Permission 
Policy 
Written permission is required to reproduce material 
from Schattauer GmbH publications in other pub-
lications, electronic products, or other media. To ob-
tain a copyright permission please contact Carola 
Kalff: carola.kalff@schattauer.de, fax: +49 711 2 29 
87 75. You may fax or e-mail your request along with 
the full citation of the journal the paper appears in 
with volume number and page number(s) as well as 
what you are requesting to use the material for. Use of 
copyrighted material always requires proper citation. 
 

Personal/Non-commercial Use 
No copyright permission request is necessary from 
original authors posting a pre-print (i.e., accepted by 
the publisher but not copy-edited) version of their ar-
ticle on their own web site or uploading it to institu-
tional and/or centrally organized repositories. In this 
case the article must include the following statement: 
“This article is not an exact copy of the original pub-
lished article in Methods of Information in Medicine. 
The definitive publisher-authenticated version of [in-
sert complete citation information here] is available 
online at: [insert URL here].” 
The original author is also allowed to include the ar-
ticle in a thesis or dissertation provided that this is not 
to be published commercially. 

Posting and uploading of the copy-edited version is 
allowed only after a 12-month embargo period after 
the publishing date according to the Schattauer copy-
right permission policy. 

Proofs and Reprints 
Galley proofs will be sent to the author to check for 
typesetting  accuracy. No changes to the original type-
script are accepted at this stage. Proofs with correc-
tions should be returned within 48 hours of receipt. Re-
prints may be ordered at the prices shown on the 
 publisher’s order form that is sent together with the 
proofs. 

Electronic Support 
The Instructions to Authors are also available at the 
journal’s web site http://www.methods-online.com. 

Online Access 
Once published, all articles appear online at 
http://www.methods-online.com. 

Journal Contact Information 
Please use ed@MethodsInfMed.org as e-mail address 
for all correspondence with the editors and with the 
editorial office (University of Braunschweig – Institute 
of Technology and Hannover Medical School, Peter L. 
Reichertz Institute for Medical Informatics, 
Muehlenpfordstr. 23, 38106 Braunschweig, Germany, 
phone: +49 (0)5 31/3 91–95 00, fax: +49 (0)5 31/ 
3 91–95 02, www.plri.de; editorial assistant is Ina 
Hoffmann, Dipl.-Inform. M.Sc.).
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